Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 109130 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SIG-03 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-02 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-20 ACDA-12 10-14 /106R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/SE:MCEINROW:CSRA^SS 
APPROVED BY EUR/SE:RCEWING 

103050 290248Z/62 

R 282059Z APR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
USMISSION USNATO 

UNCLAS STATE 109130 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, MASS, TU, GR, CY 

SUBJECT: PRESS ITEM ON GREEK CYPRIOT OBJECTIONS TO TURKISH 
PROPOSALS 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF APRIL 28 WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE BY 
MICHAEL GETLER, ENTITLED "GREEK CYPRIOT LEADER RULES OUT 
TALKS ON TURKISH PLAN BEGIN TEXT: NICOSIA, CYPRUS - 
CYPRUS PRESIDENT SPYROS KYPRIANOU SAID IN AN INTERVIEW HERE 
YESTERDAY THAT GREEK CYPRIOT OBJECTIONS TO RECENT TURKISH 
PROPOSALS TO SETTLE THE LONG AND BITTER DISPUTE OVER THIS 
DIVIDED ISLAND ARE SO BASIC THAT "THERE IS NO ROOM FOR BAR- 
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GAINING OR NEGOTIATING." 

"IT IS NOT A QUESTION OE DETAILS," THE GREEK CYPRIOT LEADER 
SAID. 'IT IS THE WHOLE PHILOSOPHY" 

THE PRESIDENT MADE HIS REMARKS AT A TIME WHEN U.N. SECRE- 
TARY GENERAL KURT WALDHEIM IS PONDERING WHETHER TO RECOM- 
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MEND THAT THE TURKISH PROPOSALS, SUBMITTED TO HIM EARLIER 
THIS MONTH, BECOME THE BASIS FOR RENEWED TALKS BETWEEN THE 
GREEK AND TURKISH COMMUNITIES HERE. 

KYPRIANOU SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD WAIT UNTIL WALDHEIM 
DECIDES BEEORE CONSIDERING WHAT TO DO NEXT. BUT HE MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT IT WOULD BE "NOT WISE TO HAVE NEW TALKS NOW . . 

AND WOULD BE MISLEADING TO GIVE THE WORLD THE IMPRESSION 
OF SAYING NEGOTIATIONS ARE UNDERWAY BECAUSE NOTHING WOULD 
BE HAPPENING." 

ACROSS THE BARBED- WIRE BORDER THAT EOR ALMOST FOUR YEARS 
HAS MARKED OFF ROUGHLY 40 PERCENT OE THE COUNTRY OCCUPIED 
BY THE TURKISH ARMY, TURKISH CYPRIOT LEADERS ARE JUST AS 
ADAMANT ABOUT NEVER YIELDING ON THE KEY POLITICAL 
QUESTIONS AT ISSUE. THUS WHILE THE WORLD'S ATTENTION 
HAS ONCE MORE BEEN FOCUSED ON THIS RELATIVELY SMALL BUT 
CONSISTENTLY TROUBLESOME ISLAND, THERE DOES NOT SEEM TO BE 
A GLIMMER OF HOPE THAT A SOLUTION CAN BE EOUND SOON. 

THE CYPRUS DISPUTE EOR YEARS, HAS DRIVEN A WEDGE BETWEEN 
THE TWO ALLIES ON THE SOUTHERN FLANK OF NATO. IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO STRENGTHEN THAT FLANK AND REPAIR SOME OE THE 
DAMAGE, THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION HAS ASKED CONGRESS TO 
LIFT THE ARMS EMBARGO IT IMPOSED AGAINST TURKEY THREE 
YEARS AGO AFTER THE TURKS INVADED CYPRUS. THAT INVASION 
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WAS SPARKED BY A GREEK-SUPPORTED ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW THE 
FORMER CYPRUS RULER, ARCHBISHOP MAKARIOS. 

IT IS ALSO HOPED IN THE WHITE HOUSE THAT LIFTING THE EM- 
BARGO WILL MAKE TURKISH PREMIER BULENT ECEVIT MORE FORTH- 
COMING IN PROPOSALS TO YIELD SOME OF THE TERRITORY HIS 
FORCES NOW HOLD AND EVENTUALLY WITHDRAW THOSE FORCES AS 
UN RESOLUTIONS ON CYPRUS REQUIRE. 

SOON AFTER THE WHITE HOUSE ACTION, ECEVIT DID SUBMIT PRO- 
POSALS, BUT ASIDE FROM BEING REJECTED HERE THEY ARE ALSO 
VIEWED GENERALLY AMONG WESTERN DIPLOMATS AS "LESS THAN 
GENEROUS." 

THE GREEKS ARE CONVINCED THAT THE TURKISH PROPOSALS WERE 
ADVANCED SOLELY TO CREATE THE IMPRESSION IN CONGRESS THAT 
TURKEY WAS MAKING CONCESSIONS ON CYPRUS. THAT VIEW IS 
SHARED BY MANY WESTERN DIPLOMATS IN THE REGION. 

YET, IT IS ALSO EELT BY MANY OF THESE SAME DIPLOMATS THAT 
TURKISH PROPOSALS ARE SO OBVIOUSLY THIN ON SUBSTANCE THAT 
THEY COULD WIND UP HURTING CHANCES EOR THE EMBARGO BEING 
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LIFTED IN CONGRESS UNLESS MORE IS FORTHCOMING FROM 
ANKARA. 

THE TURKISH CYPRIOTS ACCOUNT FOR ABOUT 18 PERCENT OF THE 
POPULATION HERE, YET THE TURKISH ARMY NOW CONTROLS ABOUT 
38 PERCENT OF THE LAND. THE PROPOSALS WOULD YIELD PER- 
HAPS ANOTHER 1 PERCENT PLUS SOME OTHER LAND IN THE 
ROUGHLY MILE- WIDE NO-MAN'S LAND THAT RUNS ACROSS 121 

MILES OE THIS ISLAND. THAT BUFFER ZONE, TECHNICALLY, IS 
UNDER UN CONTROL AND IS NOT FOR THE TURKS TO NEGOTIATE. 

THE SECOND KEY ISSUE, HOWEVER, INVOLVES A TURKISH DEMAND 
FOR WHAT AMOUNTS TO ABSOLUTE POLITICAL EQUALITY AND AUTO- 
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NOMY FOR THE TURKISH CYPRIOT MINORITY. 

"WE ARE WORKING AT CROSS-PURPOSES," KYPRIANOU SAID YESTER- 
DAY. "WE HAVE MADE THE CONCESSION OF ACCEPTING THE IDEA 
OF A TRULY FEDERATED STATE ' IN WHICH THE FEDERAL GOVERN- 
MENT HAS IMPORTANT POWERS. TECHNICALLY, HE SAID, "WE 
WOULD BE ENTITLED TO REFUSE NEGOTIATIONS RIGHT FROM THE 
BEGINNING UNTIL ALL FOREIGN TROOPS ARE WITHDRAWN AS THE 
UN RESOLUTIONS CALL FOR. 

"BUT THEY (THE TURKISH CYPRIOT LEADERS) ARE THINKING IN 
TERMS OF TWO SEPARATE STATES...OF PARTITION...WHERE THE 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT IS A GHOST GOVERNMENT. THE VERY CON- 
CEPT IS OBJECTIONABLE TO US SO THERE IS NO POINT IN NEGO- 
TIATING. THE TURKISH PROPOSALS AMOUNT TO LEGALIZING THE 
RESULTS OF THE INVASION. IT IS SOMETHING WE SHALL NEVER 
ACCEPT. 

ON THE TURKISH CYPRIOT SIDE, SPOKESMAN HUSREV SULEYMAN 
TALKED OF YEARS OF OPPRESSION OF THE TURKISH CYPRIOT 
MINORITY BY THE GREEK MAJORITY, OF MASSACRES AND THE DIS- 
APPEARANCES OF PEOPLE AND PROPERTY. 

"WE ARE TRYING TO PROMOTE INTEGRATION," HE SAYS, "BUT WE 
KNOW WHO KILLED WHOM. 

"THE UN RESOLUTION IS NOT RELEVANT," HE SAYS, "BECAUSE IT 
WAS MADE IN OUR ABSENCE," A REFERENCE TO THE LACK OF A 
TURKISH CYPRIOT VOICE AT THE UN. SULEYMAN SAID THE PROPO- 
SALS FOR POLITICAL EQUALITY DO NOT MEAN "WE SHOULD HAVE 
50 PERCENT OF THE LAND. BUT POLITICAL DOMINATION IS RULED 
OUT. WE CANNOT LEAVE THINGS AT THEIR MERCY. POLITICAL 
EQUALITY IS A MUST BETWEEN THE TWO FEDERATED STATES. THERE 
UNCLASSIFIED 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 05 STATE 1 09 1 30 

IS ABSOLUTELY NO GIVE ON THAT." 

SULEYMAN SAID THE AREA KNOWN AS VAROSHA, THE ONCE-GREEK 
PART OP THE COASTAL RESORT OF FAMAGUSTA, "WILL NEVER BE 
UNDER GREEK CYPRIOT CONTROL AGAIN." BUT HE CLAIMED THAT 
IF THE GREEKS COME TO THE CONFERENCE TABLE IN THE SPIRIT 
OF A PREVIOUS MEETING IN FEBRUARY 1977 BETWEEN THE LATE 
PRESIDENT MAKARIOS AND TURKISH CYPRIOT LEADER RAUF DENK- 
TASH, "THEY WILL FIND US MORE THAN ACCOMMODATING." 

THE GREEKS AND TURKS, NOT SURPRISINGLY, DISAGREE ABOUT 
WHAT THE SPIRIT OF THAT MEETING WAS. 

THE FATE OF VAROSHA IS ALSO A VERY TOUCHY POINT BECAUSE IT 
CONTAINS THE MOST VALUABLE HOTEL STRIP ON THIS LOVELY 
ISLAND, AND IS NOW DECAYING IN DISUSE. 

KYPRIANOU SAYS, "I DO NOT SEE ANY IMMEDIATE PROSPECTS FOR 
A FAIR SETTLEMENT UNLESS TURKEY SHOULD RADICALLY CHANGE 
ITS POLICY." 

STILL, HE BELIEVES TURKEY CAN BE PRESSURED, MOSTLY BY THE 
UNITED STATES, TO CHANGE ITS WAY AND SAYS HE RETAINS SOME 
OPTIMISM OVER THE LONG RUN. 

"TIME IS IMPORTANT, NO DOUBT," HE SAYS, "BUT, SUBSTANCE 
IS MORE IMPORTANT." EVEN THOUGH THERE IS NO SIGN OF 
YIELDING, HE SAYS, "THE TIME WILL COME WHEN WE WILL SUC- 
CEED. WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE, TO LEGALIZE THE CRIME?" 

KYPRIANOU BELIEVES WORLD PUBLIC OPINION IS ON THE GREEK 
SIDE AND HE WARNS, "THOSE THAT TEND TO FORGET THE CYPRUS 
PROBLEM WILL BE MAKING A BIG MISTAKE BECAUSE IF IT IS NOT 
SOLVED PROPERLY IT WILL ERUPT AGAIN LIKE A CANNON SOONER 
OR LATER. IT SHOULD NOT BE DISMISSED AS A SMALL COUNTRY, 
UNIMPORTANT, WITH PEOPLE SAYING "LET'S CUT IT IN TWO AND 
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FORGET ABOUT IT." 

THE NEW GLOBAL FOCUS ON THIS ISLAND WAS ALSO APPARENT YES- 
TERDAY WHEN KYPRIANOU CALLED IN THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR HERE 
TO ISSUE A STRONG PROTEST AGAINST REPORTED REMARKS IN 
TURKEY BY THE VISITING SOVIET CHIEF OF STAFF. HE REPORTED- 
LY CALLED FOR IMPROVED COOPERATION BETWEEN THE SOVIET 
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UNION AND TURKEY, INCLUDING MILITARY COOPERATION. VANCE 
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